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tive a discipline,   on the   other  hand led  to a  better
ception of subject-matter and method of education.    Herein
lies their practical importance in the development of French
education.    They enunciated the principle that children should
be compelled  to study only   that which they could  under-
stand, and  that consequently  their education should begin
with the vernacular instead of with Latin.    They discarded
the alphabetical method of teaching to read and to spell, and
invented a phonic method.   After the vernacular was mastered!
the child was introduced to classical literature through transla-
tions.    When Latin was begun, it was taught through a mini-
mum of  grammar and chiefly  through translation into the
vernacular, then through reading of wide selections from the
classics.    The moral training through the use of the subject-
matter was to come from literature instead of from language.
Hence there resulted the great influence of this small group
of men on the development of  French literature.     These
educators  also  favored the  use of mathematics.    In all of
these  subjects   they  produced   the   most  serviceable   texts.
Literature,     history, mathematics, were to  be used on ac-
count of their content value, but only so far as they could
be used in shaping  character.     Their thought was to  lay
the foundations of all schooling in a thorough mastery of
the beginnings, but to  make that mastery as attractive as
possible to the pupil,  by emphasizing content rather than
form, by  building   on  the   understanding  rather  than   the
memory, and by a greater use of the senses than had been
the custom previously.    These advanced principles came out
more clearly in their educational writings than in their school
work.   The latter can be judged best by the products of their
brief career.
As the Jesuits had made a great advance in the substitution
of emulation instead of compulsion or fear of physical violence
as a motive to study, the Port Royalists went a step farther
in wholly rejecting emulation in favor of piety and love upon